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BMP Guidelines Overview

An estimated 80 percent of our nation’s freshwater resources originate from forests that cover about one-third of the United
States. Forests provide a number of essential economic, social, and environmental functions in addition to supplying us with the
cleanest water of any land use. They absorb rainfall, refill aquifers, slow and filter stormwater runoff, reduce floods, and provide
habitat for wildlife. Forest operations associated with harvesting and regeneration can potentially generate nonpoint source (NPS)
pollution that degrades water quality if done improperly.

Forestry Best Management Practices (BMPs) are the principal means of controlling NPS pollution during forestry activities.
These voluntary conservation practices help protect your soil and water resources, two key elements necessary for growing a healthy,
sustainable, and productive forest. BMPs can include such measures as leaving a buffer zone of trees next to a stream, installing a
culvert to cross a stream, or establishing grass on forest roads o prevent erosion.

The Texas Forest Service, with cooperation from the forestry community, monitors the implementation of these guidelines
by evaluating randomly selected forest operations. Compliance with the non-regulatory BMPs has steadily risen to 95 percent,
according to a 2011 survey by the Texas Forest Service.

In Texas, we continue to demonstrate that we can voluntarily maintain and improve our water quality while managing our
forestlands; however, we must continue to do so in order to avoid the pains of mandatory restrictions. We strongly urge you to use
BMPs on your future forest operations and help protect the quality of Texas’ water resources. With your help, we can continue to
ensure the sustainability of our forests and maintain clean water for all Texans to enjoy.

Streamside Management Zones (SMZs)
prevent sediment from entering streams and
provide shade, helping maintain cool water

temperatures.

Logging debris or slash can be used to
stabilize and prevent erosion on skid trails
and temporary roads.
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